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I LOTE Air Forco lnterest in Guerrills barfure fostrive,
Yechrdoues, Capubilitivs and [dedtations

DATHS 10 April 1951

1

1o Dupdng the couwrse of my rore general esnversstion wibh idnircl
itevens yesterday, Dr. Louls hidencur, O5AF, cslled wpon sdefrad .

Lo prezent & proposced paper which purported to oeb forth bthe toras of
reference for 8 study group to be established by the U3 8ir Foree 1o oooe

pection with 2 study of guerrilla warfare doctrins, taetles, cope.ili

1 JIEE L i e i"*ﬁ
and llmitationg,

"y

2o  The paper wileh Ridencur exhibited to Stevesns was appurs tly o
ubprowth of & paper wiich Dr. John He fordner of the Besesrch ar ?ﬂ:“." ;—-

spaent Hoard had dlscuseed with Stevens previcusly.

3o Aldenuur sugzested the purposs or intest snd the inmterest of the

Aily Force to be as vllows:

de Little is koown of dociring and mchz,.imw asoneinted witn
narrills werfare.

be It has been employed to a consldersbls extent by wur =

2

in ramercus parts of the world and undoubtedly will e eopioy

agringt us at such tice as we ndght become nmore brosdly eu
toatilities,.

te Undoubbodly weapors and other hardware which orn bo anse
clated with guerrtlls warfare actlvity can profit by directis
tlon of Intelligent and Lmuwglinative pecple to the fsswes invelved

d.  ‘The Ar Foree is dosirvue of fitbicy puerrille woriars cu X
acteristics and requirexments inte an appropriate taetical njyules,

UMENT

@s  The ilr Foree deslres to be awars of the rejuiremenis wihich
r"xu,r be placed upon 1t for alr support in relution to smerrilla wore
Iave activity.

fo The Alr Foree is solely concorned lore with the overt s
ok the seployacnt of guarr.ula furcms in gonjunetion with e
of convectionsl wilite ornidaat
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Lo Ridenour supested thal the Alr Force propofes 0 eslouiish a
ceonp te be headed Ly Major Gencrsl bto belson, Usa, hstived, Tods

atudy group would wider present plone be | [eoid would 25X

intesd Yo pursus 1ts lovestigations Jor approximately Liur montho.

5. In resding sldencurts paper Stevens conmonted nogatively uncn
muierens statemsnts contauined itherelne Soms of thess stabasents asserted
that nothiog was wnown of the dectrival charagteriotics <f suwrriils wirw
fare sotivity or of ecapnbilities and of limitadions, ddedral Slovos
Lokt sbrong exsepbiion to & slalenant of letent relabliog o pelisleal znd
seiologdeal implications, Otevens said thwd 1% s net pesselble o dlge
cuss Lhe orgackaation or employment of zuerrillas apart fren the welitieal
Inplications and nobivetiong of guererilla proups. Lidsucur thorceiure
podinbed out that he thought it inappropriste Jor the Adr Jores study jrow
$o pongern lteslf with politdcal motdvations, particulariy A it wsre to
ve nocsspery for the group to be brdeled on corrant inberesis in suppurd
ol thy U Oovernment in this fleld, dldencur assovted thadh it wis not
tha latent of the Alr Force Lo request brdefling or indzed to meke Luvoenw
tizationn of current inverssts of the U3 Government. lHe f{uriber asssrted
thnat it would be satirely appeopriste for a croup to reeeive briellagn
corgerniug past expoerdence doriving from World Yar II in coumectlon with
the political aspscts surrounding the crpadzation end esployeest of
susrriilas,

b Stevens asked Jldencur to lauve the paper with him for als re-
view amd soms glrcunserdiption of the btermy of reference of the study
group. Stevens sitated that after he had reviewsd tho paper he wiuld
pass It on to CIA (0PC) for review, afbter which time the 4ir Fores cuuld
procesd,. :

7o I was concernsd i know vhethar Sidencuy considered that this
stwldy group would to a grester or lessor extent duplicate the aeilvity
to be wirlerbtaken by the Depavtaent of Jsfense purseant o 320 Y0,
Sidencur stated thalt he thoaght thers would be consldersble duplicatiom
bud that he hed pever consldersd that thinkiog by leaginetive wlins wo
Bad in LLoudf and that he consldered thal such s sludy group 89 was
gonbenplabad by the Alr Foree wdgnbt noke o dlotinet sontribubtlcan, pare
wicularly in the devclopment of herdware and air suppord equlsuend and
tacticd. :

Fa  Ridenoupr did not state elearly what was the intoant of the dAlr
Fores Lollowing complelion of the study. He dld, nowever, stale thab
ne thousht aidoubtedly the Alr Fores would underteke Lo sodiily certein
tactbical weans end equipwent 1 puch were indleated as pegessary Ly Lhe
. o N
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Y. I believo that ddmiral Steverns will bring the paper, as uwmealed
by himg to OPG thle dabe for cur roview, Wo ghould corefully cunsiddor
vhe terws of refersnce of the Alr Foree study group sad should provide

Lor approprinte
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igr appyapri&ta briefings of the proup and for such bic-in with Lhen
89 mny 08 necessary to ingurs thst their investlzations end econclue
sicns shall not be indmlcal or duplicative of our activiiy,
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Fi Research 1951
. Doctrine
lDENT|'ICAYI°N OF DOCUMENT 25X1A
Memo of conversation from | [OPC.

Subject: Alr Force Interest in Guerrilla Warfare, Doctrine, Techniques,
Capabilities and Limitations.

ABSTRACT NOTATION REFRNENCES,

_ At meeting with Admiral Stevens on 10 April 1951, plans for Air
Force study group to be located at to look into guerrilla 25X1
warfare doctrine, tactics, capabilities and limitations brought up by 7

i

Dr. Louis Ridenour, USAF. There was some discussion of whether this '
wolld duplicate the activity to be undertaken by the Department of 25X1
Defense pursuant to NSC 90.

Memo of conversation dated 16 April 1951 [from | ]
orC] indicates OPC's agreement to propose
DOCUMENT LOCATION term of reference for study group. 25X1A
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